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The dee and Blaſ ſphemy 


> by 


| Depreitn ng Moral Pies” 
b 5 4 b b b. cb c C 
Is AI AH LXIV. 6. 


—All our Righreouſneſſ es are as « fi | 
1 Rags. | 


f 


s we profeſs to believe ( and 
undoubtedly are Orthodox in 
FR 4 Fan this Point at leaſt ) that the 
SE. Scriptures are the only Rule of 
Faith and Manners ; ſo it natu- 
rally follows from this Conceſ- 
ſion, that it is of the laſt Im- 
portance to every Man that expects finally to be 
. by this Mord, rightly to underſtand 


and 


6 We Atfurdity and Blaſphemy 


and faithfully apply to practiſe the Truths it con- 
tains. And as thoſe who ſuſtain the Character of 
T. . in the Chriſtian Church, have in a ſpecial 
Manner the Oracles of Gop emitted unto 


them, and are unde ſpecial Obligations to ſearch 
the Scriptures daily, to give themſelves to Study, 
Meditation and Prayer, in order to find out the 
true Senſe of every Paſſage they miniſter to their 
People; ſo when in the diligent Uſe of ſuch Means 
as they are furniſhed with, they have made up 
Judgment upon the Text under Conſideration, 
they will (if they are honeſt Men) with all Open- 
neſs declare their Sentiments, and by the Force of 
right Reaſoning endeavour to propagate them, 
wherever the Providence of Gop occafionally calls 


them, as well as in their 1 more ſtated Sphere of 
ARtion.” | 


k 9 


CERTAIN it 1s, that the Word of Gop ( as the 
beſt Things are liable to Corruption and the Cor- 
ruption of the beſt» is the worlt ) Has either thro”... 

the Weakneſs, Inattention and Ignorance, or more 
criminal Deſigns of its Expoſitors, (by ſome ſuch I 
fay,) in all Ages of the World been wretchedly 

. abuſed to ſerve the Purpoſes of Error, eien 
and Vice. And perhaps nothing has had a more 
fatal Tendency to delnde the Simple and harden 
the Profane, than judging of Scripture Doctrines 
from particular Scraps of Scripture, and from the 
bare jingle of Words, without attending to the 
general Drift and Deſign of the Author, and the 


whole Current of e as to oy Point under 
Examination. 5 gn 
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. Hence it has come to paſs that when Men read 
of God's chooſing whole Nations to certain Prive- 


leges (and thoſe in this Life only) they have rafbly 
. — that particular Perſons are ancondition- 
ally choſen to eternal Life hereafter.---That when 
they have laid before them the Character of a very 
hook and abandonedPeople, who by their own long 
practiſed Wickedneſs, have rendered themſelves the 
Children of Wrath, and fitted themſelves for De- 


ſtruction, they are induced to vilify humane Nature 


itſelf 8 0 the ſame vicious Character. That 
when they hear of our being ſaved. by Grace, they 
conceive of it ſo as to deſtroy all moral Agency, 
and. ſet themſelves down with this vain Thought, 


that nothing on their Part is neceſſary to Salvation, 


but if they are deſigned for it, they ſhall irrefiſta- 
bly be driven into Heaven, whether they will or 
not.---And if they are not, no Prayers,nor Endea- 
vours will avail.---And finally ; when they medi- 


tate on the conſtant unchangeable Affection God 


bears to good Men, they make this groundleſs In- 


ferrence from his Unchangeableneſs, that they are 


unchangeable alſo, 


Tuus “ ſtupified and bewildered with Sounds, 
without attending to the true Senſe of Revelation,” 
the pure and perfectReligion of Jeſus, (which con- 
tains the moſt refined Syſtem of Morality the World 
was ever bleſſed with ; which every where con- 
fiders us as moral Agents, and ſuſpends our whole 
Happineſs upon our perſonal good Behaviour, and 
our patient Contimuance in the Ways of Well-do- 
ing) is in many Places turned into an dle Specu- 

lation, 
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8 The" Abfurdity" and Blaſphemy 
in; 4 myſterious Faith, a ſenſeleſs Superſtition, 


and a groundlefs Recumbency ; and in ſhort, every 
Thing but what in Fact it is, viz. a Doctrine of 


ney; Righteouſneſs and Piety. b 


Tur like Deluſions, and by the ame 2 


have been intröduced ! in judging of our ſpiritnal 


OE. 
SOME (and thoſe nota few) are full of Hope in 
God. Becauſe as they imagine he has from all 
Eternity, and that not only without any Reaſon, but 
in direct Oppoſition to the very Nature and efſen- 
tial Conſtitution of his moral Government, /et his 
Love upon them. Others you will find amuſing 
themſelves with a vain and groundleſs ( however 
no Matter ſince tis a ſtrong ) Perſwaſion that there 
is no Need of their being righteous themſelves, 
"becauſe they have the perfect Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt imputed unto them : But if they ſhould 
happen to think any Thing is required of them, 
they will be ſure to fix their Duty in ſome Thing 
of very cheap and eaſy Performance, many De- 
grees ſhort of actual, and much more univerſalGood- 
neſs.----As in an affected Sorrow and groaning for 
Sin, eſpecially for the Sins of others they never Shad 
any Hand in, without any Reformation of them- 
ſelves. Or in an high Pretenſe to a peculiar 
Spirit of Devotion and ſuperlative Intimacy with 
Heaven, when perhaps in common Life, they deify 
their Luſts and Paſſions, and by their ſenſual, co- 
vetous and ambitious Deſigns evidence to all about 


them, this World is all the Gop they adore; that 
8 1 


Wale walk lth. os * 
- — — Fs Sas - 


like true Saints they love it with all their Heart 


of: depratiating Mok WA TUI, 09 


and Soul, ſeek it with all their Mind and Strength; 
and (let the Call of Gop for the ſupport of Truth 
and Virtue, or relief of the Diſtreſſed. be ever ſo 
loud) had rather part with their: laſt Drop of their 
Heart's Blood, than one Atom ef their Intereſt in 
it. The Solemnities of a Faſt-Day in pat ticular( v) 


your Saints that depend on their devotional Ex- 


erciſes not only piefer to all other Duties, but are 
ready to imagine they are ſufficient Atonement 
for all their paſt Vices, and of greater Account to 
procure. the Bleſſing of Heaven, than all the Hear 
theniſh Morality the abominable good Works that 
can be — 9 oy; all 0 gal Heime 
Men on Earth. | | 


AND ( not to forget my Text) : no 12 — 
haps in the whole Book of Gop has been more 


— perverted to the propagating of ſuch 


Libertine Notions than this 1 have now choſen- ta 
diſcourſe ' upon. The Words, as they are com- 
monly received, are a ſtanding Reflection on all 
Virtue and good Manners ; the moſt effe&ualDif- 
couragement that: could be given to the Practice 
of Chriſtian Morality, and conſequently one of the 
moſt fatal Snares that could be laid for the Souls 
of Men. The common Notion of them is, that 


the Prophet is here giving us a juſt and literal De- 
ſeription of the Righteouſneſs: af the beſt, while 
| he) is _ e N a lamenting the W. . 


i % 1 F. fig 
= reached the next t Sabbath after a i publick Faſt : 
13 Sins 
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Sins of the worft of Men. From hence; this o. 
dious Character has been transferred to the moral 
Attainments of Men under the Goſpel ; and the 
beſt Righteouſneſs of the moſt improved Chriſtians 
hath been generally ſpoken of, as no better aQua- 
lification ( even according to the merciful Tenour 
of the Goſpel, and conſidered as the Condition of 
that final Happineſs which is in the Hands andat 
the Diſpoſal of Jeſus Chriſt, who according to the 
good Pleaſure of the ſupreme Father/of all is con- 
ſtituted the only Mediator between Gop andMan) 
no better a Qualification, I ſay, even in this me- 
diatorial and infinitely gracious Scheme, to appear 
before Gop with Acceptance, than filthy Rags are 
to dreſs and adorn the Body for a Viſit to the King 
and Court on Earth. 


Bur the true Senſe of the Words as 1 truſt 
will appear in the Progreſs of this Diſcourſe ) is 
not, that their Righteouſneſs would have been as 


filthy Rags, if they had really been a righteousPeo- 


ple: (The ſacred Writer ſuggeſts no ſuch Thing,) 
But his whole Deſign is to ſhew that they had no 
real true Righteouſneſs, being, as to their general 
Character, of a corrupt Heart and polluted Life, or 
as *tis ſaid in the former Part of the Verſe, all of 


| them as an unclean Thing. ' 


IT muſt therefore, be a Matter of great Impor- 
tance, a Deſign richly worth our Undertaking to 
deliver the Text ( which is the Buſineſs of the 
preſent Diſcourſe ) ſrom this falſe Gloſs, this horrid 
Abuſe that has been put upon it; and demonſtrate 
2 5 10 


of depretiòii Sing oe Wire. 11 


to the contrary, (as may very eafily be done) that 
neither all, nor any part of our Righteouſneſs when 
true and genuine, fincere and univerſal,” can poſ- 
fibly, confiſtent with Reaſon, Revelation, or indeed 
ſo much as common Senſe, deſerve this odious 
Character of filthy Rags. And in Proſecution of 
this Deſign; let us wich honeſt, ſincere and up- 
right Minds in meekneſs of Wiſdom and in real 
Loveto the Truth wherever we find' it, attend to 
theſe three Particulars, which I ſhall lay down as 
the Ground-Work of the whole ONT 


It. We will conbides: wks was the true State 
and Character of this People the Prophet here 
+ ſpeaks of, and the ſpecial Grounds of his 
.. aying (as in the Text) that all their Righ- 
F e were as N Toe: 42 


un. 0 We will wines ſome Rachen Re: 
ments to prove this is not nor ever was de- 
ſigned to be a juſt Character of the | perſona? 
Rightcouſneſs of way good, and holy Men. | 


Uldly, and laſtly, Point out to you Gris” of 


the dan gerousConſequences of a this 
Senſe of the Text, —_ 


IR, We are to conſider whiat was the true State 
and Character of this MP rk; Wer he 


8 conſults not only our Crone but 
other Parts of this Book, will find that the People 
of the Jews were at this Time ſunk into a 

B 2 wretched 
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waetehed State of Degeneracy, even beyond their 

n Character, N was always, at the beſt, 
full bad enough: And in Conſequence of their 
general extraordinary Wickedneſs, were under 
the fignalFrowans of Heaven z that the Drift and 
Deſign of the Prophet's Diſcourſe is not to depre- 
tiate true Righteouſneſs; not to warn them Againſt 
placing any Dependance on it;; but to gonvince 
them that they were utterly deſtitute of it, and 
therefore muſt expect God's Hand would ſtill be 
ſtretched out againſt them, unleſs they mended 


their Manners. He ſays expreſly in the preceed- 


ing Verſe that it would have been well with them 
it they had. been traly: righteops, and attributes all 
their preſent Wage ta; the, preſeyt Corruption 
of Manners among them. Thou, meeteſt lum that 
rejoiceth, and worketh Righteouſneſs, thoſe that re- 
nemler thee in thy Ways (*): This would have 
been their happy, Caſe. if they had been ſuch man- 
ner. of Perſons: But as it. ve Hepels a art 
Wrath, for we, have founed. 


Tu fame Character for Subſtance ( with this 
in. our Text) is given of them in the iſt Chap. 4 
Ver. &c. Ab |! ſanful Netion, à People laden with 


Iniquity, aSeed of evil doers, &c. And becauſe their 


State was ſo bad the Prophet received thoſe Or- 
ders in the 58th Chap. 1ſt Verſe, To cry aloud, 
and ſpare not; to lift ap bis Joice like @ — 
and 18 this a — 1 ee on, _ and the 


4) Verſe 5 


: Houſ: 
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- Houſe of Jacob their Sin. And for the fameRea- 
„ ſon he expreſſes ſuch a mighty Zeal againſt the 
K Vices of the Times, in the 62d Chap. iſt Verſe, 
r For Z ions ſabe I noull not hold my Peace, and for 
| Jeruſalem's jake I will not 'reft, until the Rigbte- 
+ ouſneſs thereof go forth as Brightneſs, and the Sul. 
: vat on ee as a GOP ws Gurneth. 
e 
4 4h Suri is true we real in at Book, of theie wk 
e great Pretences to Religion, and of their Exceſs in 
d the external ritual Parts of it; of their abounding 
* in extraordinary Aſſemblies, offering a multitude 
n of Sacrifices, making many and long Prayers, in- 
I ſomuch that the Almighty declares (ſpeaking af- 
n ter the anner of Men) that he was troubled and 
27 quite worried out with them. And well he might, 
7 conſidering he is a Being of purer Eyes than to be- 
7e bold Iniquity, for amidſt all this anden Form of 
"va Godlineſs, they had no more true Goodneſs in them 
rf than the Scribes andPhariſees in our Saviour's Day 
on Earth ; but like them were utterly averſe to 
Duty and Obedience, and given up to the moſt 
a1 deteſtable Immoralities. Their Hands were defiled 
4 with Blood, and their Tongues with Iniquity, their 
WW Lips ſpeak Lies, their Tongues muttered Perver ſe- 
eir neſs. (f) Yea, they perſiſted in tranſgreſ/ing, and 
* I ying againf the Lord, and in departing from their 
id, God, ſpeaking Oppreſſion and revolt, conceiving 
et, and uttering from the Heart Words of falſhood. 


Judgment was turned away backward, and juſtice 


(t) 59th Chap, 3d ver. 
N flood. 
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flood afar off : Truth was fallen in the Street, and 
Equ. ty could not enter, &c. (||) 


I will only add that all their crying Abomina- 
ens were committed among them under the great- 
eſt Aggravations, while they enjoyed ſuperiour Ad- 
vantages of excelling in Virtue; while they had 
the conſtant Inſtructions and Warnings of God's 
Prophets to the contrary; while God by a variety 
of ſignal Providences both merciful and affligve, 
endeavoured to engage them in their Duty and O- 
bedience ; Finally, while they themſelves preten- 
ded to be the moſt preciſe People under Heaven: 
So that in fact they made their Religion a Cloak 
for their Immoralities, and imagined all was well, 
that they were very pious good People tho' they 
Lied, Stole, committed Adultery, Swore falſely, 
and in ſhort, in common Life practice all manner 
of Villany, ſo long as they could fay, (which was 
the common Cant of the Times, ) The Temple. of 
the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of 
the Lord are we. . | 1 


No marvel then, if this be a juſt Repreſentation 
of their Caſe, (and whoever conſults the ſacred 
Hiſtory will find them vaſtly worſe, rather than 
any ways injured by this Character; ) if their mo- 
ral Character, I ſay, was at leaſt as bad as I have 
repreſented it, no Man can wonder that the Pro- 
phet ſays (nor be at any loſs to determine his 


(1) 13 ver. Se 


| meaning 


ing 
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meaning when he ſays) all their Rig ere 
were as filthy Rags. And thus much for ft 
Head to ſhew, what was the true State, Sc. And 

10 I come 


Italy. To advanye ſome Cine Abb to 
prove this is not, nor ever was deſigned to be a juſt 
Character of the perſonal RENEE of N 
good and holy Men. 


And here let me fay;” D 
13 T Is is directly oppoſite to che whole cur- 
rent of Scripture Language. Search the Bible 
from the beginning to the end of it, and you will 
never find any the leaſt and moſt imperfect Degrees 


of real Goodneſs bianded with any ſuch odious 


Character. But on the contrary tis evident to every 
one that reads the Scripture with Underſtanding, and 
worthy particular Remark that when the ſacred Wri- 
ters would expreſs to us, the moſt complete 
Character of ſpotleſs Virtue they make uſe of 
this very Metaphor of being cloathed with Righte- 
ouſneſs, not as with filthy Rags, but as with à royal 
Robe. This Form of Speech is uſed by the Pro- 
phet 1/aiah 61 Chap. 10 ver. Where the Robe 
and not the filthy Rags of a Good Man's Righteouſ- 
neſs is compared to the Ornaments wherewith a 
Bridegroom decketh himſelf, And it is the very 
ſame Thing even univerſal Righteouſneſs and Virtue 
that our Saviour means by the Wedding Garment 
which the Man in the Parable was deſtitute of 
when he came to the Marriage-Supper, and was 


therefore bound Hand and Foot and caſt into- outer 


Darkneſs. 
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Darkneſs. And finally; in purſuance of the ſame 
Metaphor; it is worthy of ſpecial Remark St. John 
in the 19 Rev. 8 ver. expreſly calls the perſonal 
Righteouſneſs of the Saints, c/ean,white and ſine Lin- 
nen. So utterly unacquainted are theScriptures with 
this modern Style of filthy Rags, as applied to the 
Virtues of good Men, that on the contrary as we ſee, 
and ſhall be more convinced, the more we ſearch 
the facred Writings, they conſtantly ſpeak. of them 
under the high recommending Character, of a Robe 
of State, a Wedding Garment; and in a Word, the 
richeſt and beſt Attire, that Men of the higheſt 
Rank, and upon the grandeſt Occaſions can put on. 


Abrunn Argument againſt our thinking or 
ſpeaking thus diminutively of the Righteouſneſs of 
good Men, is the horrid Reflection that this directly 
caſts on all the moral Perfections of the Deity, 
whoſe Image they wear and that on this very Ac- 
count that they are righteous holy Men. lt is the 
immutable Rule of right Action that God himſelf 
inviolably adheres to in all his Diſpenſations. He 
4s righteous in all bis ays and holy in all his Works. 
And this is the higheſt Character and greateſt Fe- 
licity of all his rational Creatures to reſemble him 
in theſe divine Excellencies Every good Man is 
ſaid to have put & the new Nature of right Action, 
and true Hdlinek after the Image of God. .And 
ſhall we call bis Righteouſneſs (the ſa me for Kind 
as the Righteouſneſs of God himtelt, and which. in 
that infinite Perfection he enjoys it, is properly 
ſpeaking the Beauty of the divine Nature : ) which 
rende s us like to God and ſtamps his lovely . 


— 
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on our Souls ; I fay, ſhall we diſparage this in the 


World by giving it the odiousName of filthy Rags ? 
We may hereby indeed make a falſeShew of Hu- 
mility, and recommend our ſelves to the unthink- 
ing Part of Mankind, but theSober, and the Senfi- 
ble, who can never receive any Thing for Truth only 
becauſe 'tis ſpoken with an Air of Afſurance and 
Godly Tone; who conſider with themſelves, what 
the Righteouſneſs of the Saints is.----Theſe I ſay, 
whenever they hear perſonal Virtue. and moral 
Goodneſs thus run down, tho* it ſhould be done 
by the higheſt Prieſt on Earth, will certainly be apt 
to think, whatever they may ſay, Mafter in thus 
ſpeaking, ye reproach Gop alſo. Nor can this in 
Reaſon be thought a common Reflection on the 


Divine Being, becauſe tis blaſpheming of him in 


his deareſt Attributes, and denying him the 
chief Glories of his Nature. : 


To this I would add; that it reflects equal Diſ- 
honour on Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, and on 
the whole Chriſtian Scheme which he came to 


ſet up in the World. Our Saviour was the great 


Preacher of Righteouſneſs: For this End was he 
born, and on this grand Deſign came he in- 


to the World, to propagate, Truth and Vertue 
among Mankind, It is this and only this Righte- 
ouſneſs (which ſome are pleaſed to ſtyle filthyRags) 
which he preaches up thro' the Whole of that 


divine Sermon on the Mount; which contains the 


Sum and Subſtance of his whole Doctrine, or ſurely 
he would have never made that Application of his 


Diſcourſe in the 7th, Matth, 24, &c. Therefore 
C whoſoever 


— 


| — | 
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,whofoever beareth theſe Sayings of mine and doth 


them, Iwill liten him to a wiſe Man that built his 


Houſe an a Rock, &c. In his Life and Practice he 


fulfilled all Righteouſneſs, not to excuſe us from, 
but to ſet us an Example of doing likewiſe. Now 
is that which the Son of God thought worth his 
coming down from Heaven to eſtabliſh on Earth, 
that Which is the Baſis and in ſhort the whole Su- 
perſtructure of this his divine Religion: To re- 


commend which to Mankind, he both lived and 
preached it up, and ſealed the Truth of his Doct- 


rine with his moſt precious Blood, ſhall we call 
this I ſay, thy Rags? God forbid ! ! God forbid ! 
Such a Thought ſhould ever enter our Hearts: 


And if thro:. the Wickedneſs of them it ſhould 


happen to ſeal in, let us look upon it as a greater 


Evil and be more ſollicitous to caſt it out than if 
we were poſſeſſed with ſeven Devils. 


Id the next Place, if we view the Righteouſ- 


neſſes or Vertues of real good Men in another 
Light, viz. as the Fruits of the holy Spirit of God. 


it will appear to be equally impious and abſurd, 


to call them filthy Rags. As it is a plain I Dictate 


of Nature that LEE 1s theLover of Mankind, 


and ready to aſſiſt them all, in all proper Methods 


ſuitable to their Make, and confiſtant with his 

moral Government in che Attainment of that Rec- 
titude of Mind which muſt lay the Foundation of 
all true Happineſs: And as the Scriptures every 
where ſpeak of a gracious Influence that the 
Spirit of God has upon every well diſpoſed Mind 
in forming it to the ſame Image ; {0 the Effects 
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of his Operations which we ſometimes call the Gra- 
ces, and ſometimes the Fruits of the Spirit are no- 
thing elſe in theLanguage of Scripture (and properly 
ſpeaking ) but moral Virtues. The very fame 
Things (O ſhocking Thought !) that are commonly 
ſtyled filthy Rags. This you will ſoon ſee to be the 
exatTruth of the Caſe if you will pleaſe to conſult 
the ʒth Chap. of St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Galatians, 
where he treats profeſſedly on this Subject, and 
gives us a particular Account of the Fruits of the 
Spirit, ſee he 22d. and 23d. Verſes, The Fruit of 
the Spirit is Love, Foy, Peace, Long-Suffering, 
Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, (i. e. Fidelity, Probity 
and Conſtancy.) Meekneſs, Temperance ; againſt 


ſuch there is no Law, The ſame Account he gives 


5th. Eph. gth. Verſe. The Fruit of the Spirit ts 
all Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs and Truth. 


Now if theſe ſame Virtues that conſtitute the 
Righteouſneſs of a good Man, and are ſpoken of 
in other Places of Scripture; (notwithſtanding the 
concurringInfluence of theSpirit ofGod, in thePro- 
duct of them) as his Righteouſneſs, are alſo the Fruits 
of, and conſequently of the fame Nature with the 
Spirit that produces them ; ſhall we not ſtand a- 
mazed to think with what open Contempt they 
are treated by a greatPart of the chriſtian World ? 
And that as we may commonly obſerve, under 
the higheſt Pretenſes to the Spirit; which certainly 
very much aggravates the Caſe, as it makes the 
Spirit the Author of thoſe Reproaches they caſt on 


his Fruits and Graces. Blaſpheming the mi- 


C 2 raculous 
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raculous Powers of the holy Ghoſt, was formerly 
called an unpardonable Sin; nor can any Reaſon 
be given (if it be done with equal Light and Ma- 
lice ) why Reproaching his Fruits and Virtues 
ſhould be deemed leſs heinous or meet with a leſs 


To proceed; We needs muſt have an higher Opi- 
nion of the Virtues of good Men, than that of #/þy 
Rags, if we conſider the high Account God makes 
of them; the vaſt Uſe and Importance of them 
with Reſpe& to ourſelves. It is the Righteouſ- 
neſs of the Saints that renders them amiable in 
God's Sight, that is the Condition of all his Fa- 
vours to them, and the ſole Rule he will proceed 
by in judging of them; and diſpenſing eternal 
Rewards to them. The Scriptures joyn with the 
natural Notions of our own Minds, in affirming 
all this in the moſt plain expreſs Language ima- 
ginable. Pſalm 11. 7. The righteous Lord loveth 
Righteouſneſs, and his Countenance doth behold the 
Upright. 15 Pſalm Beg. Lord who ſhall abide 
in thy Tabernacle, who ſhall dwell in thy holy Hill? 
He that walketh uprightly, and worketh Righteouſ- 
neſs, and ſpeaketh the Truth in his Heart. Pſalm 
18. 23. &c.---I alſo was upright before him, and 
I kept my felf from mine Iniquity. THERETORE 
hath the Lord rewarded me according to my Righ- 
teouſneſs, according to the Cleaneſs of my Hands, in 
his Eye-/ight. With the Mercful thou wilt ſhew 
thy ſelf merciful ; with an upright Man thou wilt 


ſhew thy ſelf upright : With the pure thou wilt ſhew 


thy felf pure, &c.— 
RIGHTEOUSNESS 


_ 
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” 
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RIGHT EOUSN ESS, the wiki G tendeth to 
Life. This is the natoral Effect and Product of it. 
The Work of Righteouſneſs is Peace and Quiet- 
neſs here, and the Conſequence of it eternal Hap- 
ineſs hereafter. Of this Uſe and Importance is 


intel and without 1t "be never could be happy 
in himſelf; nor ſo well on't in Heaven as onEarth, 

tho he had the Righteouſneſs of every other Being 
inthe Univerſe imputed to him. For 'tis demon- 
{tration ; that the Foundation of final Hapineſs 
muſt bh laid in every ones own Mind, in a per- 
ſonal good Turn and Rightneſs of Temper, to relith 
cæleſtial Joys. 


Bes1DEs theſe perſonal and private, temporal, 


ſpiritual and eternal good Effects of this Righte- 


ouſneſs; we are aſſured not only from the ſacred 


Scriptures, but can demonſtrate from the Nature and 


Reaſon of Things, that it is of the laſt Importance 
with Reſpect to the Proſperity & Happineſs of Socie- 
ty, & that the general Good of all Mankind eſſenti- 


ally depends upon it. It is this Righteouſneſs (the 


perſonal Righteouſneſs of the Saints ) that Solomon 
fays, exalteth a Nation : It ſecures the Perſons, 
and eſtabliſhes the Thrones of Princes. It ani- 
mates the Obedience, and draws a ſacred Enclo- 
ſure around the Rights of Subjects. It ſtops the 
Courſe of divine Judgments againſt a People, and 
opens all the Stores of Heaven to ſupply them with, 

Good. And in ſhort, both by a natural and 


moral Tendency, ſecures the Felicity of all Socie- 


ties, and if univerſally practiſed, would infalliby 


diffuſe 


he Righteouſneſs of a good Man with Reſpect to 
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diffuſe a proportionable Degree of Happineſs o- 
ver the whole Globe. 


AFTER all that has been ſaid of the Nature, 
Uſe, and Importance of true Righteouſneſs, con- 
fidered as the Image of God, the Subſtance of 
Chriſtianity, the Product of the Spirit, the Orna- 
ment of great Price in the Sight of God, of par- 
ticular and univerſal Influence on humane Happi- 
neſs, in their preſent, and in their future eternal 
State. After all theſe recommending Characters 
( I fay ) of a truly good Man's own perſonal 
Righteouſneſs, it would be too great a Reflection 
on your Underſtanding, to ſuppoſe there is one 
Man that does not ſee the Injuſtice and Wicked- 
neſs, the Impiety and Blaſphemy of calling 7015 
Righteouſneſs filthy Rags. And ſo I come, 


IIIdly, and laſtly; To point out to you bene 
of the dangerous Conſequences of admitting this 
Senſe of the Text. And 1/. Thus to depretiate 
the moral Vertues of true Chriſtians, tends to pre- 
judice the moſt Senſible againſt the Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion, and confirm Men in their Infidelity, 


Tux moſt rational and divine Scheme of Re- 
ligion may become deſpicable in the Eyes of the 
World, by Miſrepreſentations. Even Chriſtianity 
itſelf, tho capable of a rational Defence, well at- 
teſted by external Evidence, and when viewed in 
it's native Purity and Simplicity, void of all cor- 
rupt Gloſſes and human Additions, carrying in it 
the cleareſt internal Marks of it's divine Original ; 


even 
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even this Religion, I ſay, may be ſo repreſented, 


as to render it ridiculous in the Opinion of ſenſible 
thinking Men. For with what Air of Infallibili- 
ty ſoever Men may vent the Fictions of their own 
weak or diſordered Brains for the Doctrines and 
Precepts of the Goſpel ; and tho' the greateſt Ab- 
ſurdities, the moſt palpable Nonſenſe; in Times 
5 Ignorance and implicit Faith may be winked 
; tho' the unthinking Multitude may be beſt 
pleased with that they undei ſtand leaſt, and be 
carried away into any Scheme, that generouſſy 
allows them the Practice of their Vices, tho' every 
Article be a downright Affront to common Senſe ; 
yea, by a few rabble charming Sounds be conver- + 
ted into ſuch fiery Bigots, as to be ready to die in 
the Defence of ne and Nonſenſe, as well as 
to kill (and that purely for the Glory of God) 
all that are ſo heretical and graceleſs as not to re- 
nounce their Reaſon in Complaiſance to their ſove- 
reign Dictates; notwithſtanding all this, I fay ; 
There always was and always will be ſome in the 
World ( alas that their Number is fo few ) that 
have Senſe eno' and dare truſt their own Facul- 
ties ſo far, as to judge in themſelves what is right. 
That by no Arts, how ſanctimonious ſoever, can 
ever be bro't to believe, ( and much leſs profeſs 
when they don't believe) Things repugnant to the 
firſt Principles of Reaſon. And therefore are na- 
turally led toconclude, That no Scheme can be right, 
no Doctrine from God that abates the Motives of 
Vertue, or diſcourages the Practice of any one Duty. 
For the Exiſtence of God is not more certain than 


this; That it muſt be the grand Deſign, the ul- 


timate 
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timate View of God, in all his Diſpenſations, to pro- 
mote the moral Rectitude and Happineſs of his Crea- 
tures. And exactly in Proportion to it's Tenden- 
cy this Way ariſes the true intrinſick Value of e- 

very Revelation he gives us. But if this be Re- 
velation and Grace, to vilify human Nature, and 
diſparage all our Improvements in thoſe divine | 
Vertues wherein eſſentially confiſts all our Glory 

and Felicity ; If the Scriptures are uſed to affront 


human Reaſon, and debauch Men's Manners, and 


the moſt glorious Diſpenſation of the Goſpel in 
particular, inſtead of teaching us to deny Ungodli- 
neſs, and every worldly Luſt, and to live ſoberly 


righteouſly, charitably and devoutly in this preſent 
World, be conceived of only as aScheme calculated 


to allow Men the Practice of their Vices here, with 
Impunity hereafter; If this be the Liberty and 
peculiar Privilege of the Saints to be diſcharged 
from their Obligations to obey their Maſter, and 
they that break his Commandments, ſtand fairer 
for his Grace, than they, who conſcienciouſſy 
keep them, for fear they ſhould truſt to what they 
do; ſo far, I ſay, as any take their Conceptions 
from fuch Corruptions of Chriſtianity,* they muſt 
neceſſarily be prejudiced againſt it.---Thunder we 
ever ſo loud, without any previous Lightning, Hr 
THAT BELIEVETH NOT SHALL BE DAMNED, it 
will ſignify nothing, for they will be damNneD be- 
fore they will believe. 2dly. The loading of mo- 
ral Vertue with ſuch opprobious Terms, has a na- 
tural Tendency to encourage and harden wicked 
Men in their Vices. What can tend more to diſ- 


Pirit Men's Endeavours after Purity of Heart and 


danctity 
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Sanctity of Manners, to ſtop their Mouths from e- 
ver putting up one Petition to Heaven for Aſſiſtance 
in carrying on the Work of Righteouſneſs in them, 
than thus to aſperſe moral Vertue, as nothing 
worth in the Sight of God, no more than filthy 
Rags ! It is evident to common Senſe, that this 
muſt lead Men into an utter Contempt of thoſe 
Things that are of infinite Importance for them to 


_ eſteem and practice. Surely Men will never take 


much Pains for that, which will be of no Service 
to them when they have got it. To ſpeak freely, 
I confeſs I never yet ſaw with what Face a Man 
can pretend to exhort others to the Practice of 
Righteouſneſs, who is conſtantly telling them, per- 
haps in the ſame Breath, that all tbeir Righteouſ- 
neſs, when they have obtained it, will be nothin 

but thy Rags. God is already ſatisfied in all 
his Demands, his Law, his Honour, his rigorous 
<« relentleſs Juſtice are all ſatisfied, and there is 
ce nothing left for Man to do but to believe this 


undoubtingly, and the more ſurely, the leſsGrounds 


he has for it, to rely upon it, that he is righteous, 
and ſhall finally be accepted as ſuch, tho' every 
Reflection he paſſes on himſelf is a ſtanding De- 
monſtration that he is not righteous, and his own 
Reaſon aſſures him, that no Being who underſtands 


his Character can look upon him any otherwiſe 
than what he is. 


«© THe Believer indeed may if he pleaſe, out 
<< of meer Generoſity, add Works of Righteouſneſs 
*© of his own”, but there is no real Need of it; for 
* his main Intereſt is ſecure without it”. He is 

D already 


alrpady in ſuch a State: of Salvation; as that his f- 


nal Happineſs is as certain as if he was now in 


the actual Poſſeſſion of it. The plain Truth of the 


Caſe is this; Either our Righteouſneſs is of ſome 


Uſe and Significancy in the Affair of our Salvation, 


or it is not. Either it has ſome Connection with, 

and actual Influence on our Happineſs, or it is of 
no real Neceſſity as to us. If the Latter, then there 
is not one Word to be ſaid in favour of it, 
but the greateſt Advocates for Licentiouſneſs may 
be the beſt Friends to Chriſtianity, and the moft 
Vicious thie higheſt 1 in the Grace of God, Burt if 
the Former, then tis a furs Thing, that in Pro- 
portion to it's real Worth, and final Advantage, 

ariſes the Folly of thaſe Who. neglect it, and the 


Strength of all our Arguments to "recommend i it 
to Mankind. 


34h, and laſtly z'' The Conſequences of depre- 
tinting moral Vertue are very inzutioùs to ſuch 
as arc ſincere upright Chriſtians, in robbing of 
them of that divine Comfort they are the 
proper Heirs of, and filling theit Minds with 


needleſs Fears and rinks ns 2 b their ſpiritual 
State. 


THz great Rule the Scriptures lay nir for 
Men to go by in paſſing Judgment on their ſpiri- 
tual State, is the ſincere, upright, ſteady and uni- 
verſal Practice of Vertue. This they ſpeak of as 
the only ſure Rule, to which all others are redu- 
cible, as What we may with Confidence rely on, 
and b to adhere to, in Oppoſition to all other 

dteluſive 
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deluſive Marks whatever. 1 Fohn'q. 7. Let 1 
Man deceive you : Ae that doth Ryghteouſneſs, is 
righteous. Ver. 10. In this the Children of God 
are manifeſt, and the Children of the' Devil: M bo- 


Jum doth not Righteouſneſs, 15 ot of God. i 8 21111 


Bur now if we are eenfwaded to think that all 
our Righteouſneſſes, when we are become ſincere 
good Men are nothing but thy Rags, we are na- 
turally led to ſeek for ſome other Evidence of our 
good State, than what reſults from our Goodnels ; 
and it being impoſſible to find any other to be re- 
lied on, for the Scriptures propoſe none but this, 
it neceſſarily follows that we muſt either be filled 
with vain Hopes and empty Joys, or elſe after all 
our vertuous Attainments we muſt be ſubjected 
to all the Horrors we can ſuppoſe the moſt vicious 
of Men to be exerciſed. with. We muſt fear 
where no Fear is; And in a Word, put the Mat- 
ter in the moſt favourable Light, we muſt walk 
to Heaven on the confines of Hell, while our Path 
would be ſmooth and eaſy, our Proſpect ſerene 
and bright, and we ſhould anticipate future En- 
joyments in our preſent Hopes, if we were but al- 
lowed to think (and that while all neceſſary Evi- 
dences are in our Favour) that our preſent Con- 
dition is ſafe. 


TSE, to be brief, are the natural unfailing 
Conſequences of thus depretiating the moral Ver- 
tues of good Men.-----It miniſters to the Growth 
of Infidelity, and of Vice among profeſſed Chriſ- 
tians, and to the great Diſquiet of ſincere good 

D 2 Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, who are the proper Heirs of Comfort: 
And thus I have finiſhed what I at firſt propoſed, 


To conclude. the whole Matter ; I expe& by 
this Time, ſome are ready to break forth----- 4h / 
all this directiy tends to build People up in their own 
R:ighteouſneſs---Not one Word of Chriſt, nor the leaſt 
Savour of true goſpel ſoul-ſaving Preaching in all 
this Diſcourſe, | 


To the firſt Part of which Charge, I anſwer---- 
If by it's building People up in their oπM˖ Righte - 
ouſneſs, be meant, That it recommends Hypocriſy 
and counterfeit Vertue ; that it places Religion in 
any external Duties ſeparate from a correſpondin 
good Temper within (all which Sort of Righte- 
ouſneſs would indeed, as to our final Acceptance 
with God, thro' the Mediation of Chriſt, be no 
better than /i/tby Rags ) or, in ſhort, in any Righ- 
teouſneſs of our own contriving and not taught of 
God; in any Thing but what the Bible, from the 
Beginning of Genefs to the End of Revelations, 
makes the Subſtance of our preſent Duty, and the 
Condition of our future Happineſs ; If this, I fay, 
be the Force of the preſent Objection, I have no 
other Anſwer to make, but to leave every one to 
judge for himſelf, how groundleſs it is. 


Bur if by it's tending to build People up in 
their own Righteouſneſs be deſigned, that it is any 
Ways calculated to encourage perſonal Goodneſs, 
and promote the Practice of moral and chriſtian 
Vertue in the World; the leaſt Tendency it has 

| this 
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this Way, I ſhall heartily rejoice in, and inſtead of 
being ſollicitous to prove the Objection groundleſs, 
my greateſt Concern, upon a Review of the pre- 
ceeding Diſcourſe, 1s really this, that there is not 


more Ground for it; and that lo good a 9 8 is 


ſo poorly ſerved. 


In the next Place ; As to its not being preach- 
ing of Chriſt ; the Difficulty, perhaps will entirely 
vaniſh when we come to adjuſt our Notions of the 
Thing. To PREACH CHRIST (ſays a very 
c elegant Writer) is univerſally acknowledged to be 
the Duty of every Chriſtian Miniſter, But what 


c doth it mean? It is not to uſe his Name as a 


«© Charm to work up our Hearers to a warm Pitch 
« ofEnthufiaſm; without any Foundation of Rea- 
« ſon to ſupport it. Tis not to encourage undue 
ce and preſumptuous Reliance on his Merits andIn- 
te terceſſion, to the contempt of Virtue and good 
&« Works. No: But to repreſent him as a Law- 
ce giver as well as a Saviour, as Preacher of Righ- 
ce feouſneſs, as one who hath given us a moſt no- 
ce ble and compleat Syſtem of Morality, enforced 
ce by the moſt ſubſtantial and worthy Motives 
( among which I may venture to mention as one 
of the moſt powerful, The Certainty of our For- 
giveneſs of Sins, and final Acceptance with the Fa- 
ther, thro' the Merits of the Son ) upon the Con- 
dition of Faith, Repentance and Good-living. In 
a Word; T. o ſhew that the whole Scheme of 
«« our Redemption is Doctrine according to God- 
1 3 ---And all thoſe who decry moral Vertue, 
** which is the ſupreme Dignity of God himſelf, 
&« and 
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and inſeparably connected with the Re 
of all rational Beings, as a Thing of no Avail to- 
« wards obtaining the divine Favour, and the 
„ Privileges and Rewards of Chriſtianity, do, in 
Effect (tho I am perſwaded with a contrary 
% Deſign, even to exalt, inſtead of diminiſhi 

« the Honour of the Goſpel ) ſubvert the very 
fundamental Principles both of natural and re- 
« vealed Religion Therefore, to explain and 
e preſs the eternal Laws of Morality by all the 
e peculiar Motives which the chriſtian Religion 
<« ſuggeſts, and making all it's Doctrines ſubſervi- 
ent to Holineſs, 1s beyond Compariſon the moſt 
e aſeful Way of reaching. To preach up 
chiefly what Chriſt himſelf laid the chiefeſt Strels 
upon (and whether this was not moral Vertue, 
let every One judge from his Diſcourſes ) muſt cer- 
tainly, in the Opinion of all ſober Men, be called 
truly and properly, and in the beſt Senſe, e 
ing of Chriſt, 


AFTER all; tho' this Sort of Preaching is evi- 
dently conformable, both to the Deſign of the 
Goſpel, and the Example of our Saviour, yet Iam 
lenſible tis not calculated for the geneial. Teſte of 
the preſent Age. It is not to walk in the Way of 
their Heart, and in the Sight of their Eyes. It 
may not, at preſent, be the Way to popular Apr 
plauſe, nor. co priejily Favours. However, if it be 
the WW ay of Truth (and I hope this is no certain 
Evidence that it is not) the Way, Lay, of Truth, 
or Honeſty and Integr! ity, we are lure it is the 
Way that will endure forever. And while this At- 


{urance 


A 
* 
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rance is fixed in a Man's Mind, tho' the aſſerting 

of it ſhould expoſe him to Poverty and Contempt, 
and, in ſhort, all Manner of temporal Inconveni- 
encies, a ſtedfaſt Faith and inflexible Vertue will 
readily reply---None of theſe Things move me, nei- 
ther count I my Life dear unto me, if ſo be I may 
finiſh my Courſe with Foy, and the Miniſtry which 
T have received of the Lord, to teſtify the Goſpel of 
his Grace, And both theſe truly great and infi- 
nitely important Ends, will infallibly be ſecured, 
if we not only in Doctrine, but in Practice, invio- 
lably Adhere to that pertinent Advice of St. Paul's 


to his beloved Son according to the common Faith, 


Titus 3. 8. This is a faithful Saying, and theſe 
Things I will that thou affirm conſtantly, that they 
which have beheved in God, be careful to maintain 
good Works, TRHTSE T. lings are GooD, and PRO- 
FITABLE unto Men, 
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